
Scot Cotterell is an inter-disciplinary artist with a background 
in Electronic Media. His work is concerned with experiential 
responses to popular media, music and technology.

Nancy Mauro-Flude a.k.a sister0
Experimental media / performance 
A member of the Church of overblown firefox tabs, her 
spiritual animal is the Tasmanian devil. 
sistero.org  | moddr.net

Mathew Oakes is an generative-systems artist-hacker, using 
experimental methodologies based around lateral thinking, 
inspiration and dreams rather than logic, needs and 
specifications.

room11 is a design firm, exploring architecture and urban 
design. They are interested in the potential of how open 
source software development can influence spatial 
architecture.

Andy Vagg’s art focuses on the unsustainable practices of 
consumerism and capitalism. His artworks are made from 
post-consumer materials, sourced from local landfill or 
personal use.

Kevin Leong, the curator, is a Hobart-based software 
developer and artist.

Batteries Not Included was sponsored by linux.conf.au 
and assisted through Arts Tasmania by the Minister for 
Tourism, Art and the Environment.

Should you be told what to think by pretentious, 
self-indulgent, know-all artists?

Why are their opinions or feelings more important 
than yours?

Why should you be interested in art that has no 
interest in you?

Just as open-source developers have reacted against the 
high-handedness and self-interest of commercial entities, 
some contemporary artists have reacted against the 
arrogant, exclusive and self-absorbed practices of the 
artist-tyrant.

The antidote to both is the same: participation. As 
developers have sought community ownership and 
contributions, artists have drawn on their audience for 
content or production techniques, or have produced work 
that requires audience interaction. Ultimately, the artists aim 
to develop a sympathetic relationship between their work 
and audience by inviting interested parties to participate in 
the process of production.

Batteries Not Included brings together these similarly-aligned 
collectives by presenting, within the linux.conf.au 
conference premises, the works of five artists that involve 
audience participation – works that without the intelligence, 
interest, skills, idiosyncrasies, enthusiasm and life experience 
of their audience, would not be complete.
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